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l that -- [ think that [mints to the -- to highli$ht the l think. Denms. that they were in -- you know. the t950’s.
2 t~tct that "land retirement is just only one tool in the 2 60’, engaged in tcying to tlgure out how to r*gulata salt
3 tool box that individual Landowners can consider, it’s 3 tlow.
4 just -- and i think that that’s the proper way that -- to 4 ;So my observation Ls a pretty dramatic
5 consider that. 5 contrast t’rom my exp~rien~:e grt~wing up to what I hoard
6 I do think that it underscores the 6 today, saw yesterday, see each time that [ am out on a
7 importance of fully carrying out the Central Valle,/ 7 farm.
8 Project improvement Act which does have fnnds 8 i do think that there has been dramatic
9 available t’or wil~ing sellers and - who want to consider 9 change also since 1980, ’81, "82. i then spent a good

10 land retirement, and i think that through the full 10 deal of my young adulthtxxl in these water battles.
I l implementation of the Central Valley Project Improvtan, nt11 I’m much better at being a lover than a fighter. I
12 Act, that would -- will relieve some of the pressure on12 have to be really pushed to get into battles and [
13 the CALFED process to look at that typ¢ of atochanism as 13 have done that in my Life.
14 both of water quality and a -- for other puqx~es. 14 I think that there’s been a real significant
15 i guess finally, i do want to -- feel 15 change that’s gone oa because we have had to engage in
16 compelled to remind the room that the Fish and 16 some very fierce battles. We’re on the precipice of some
17 Wildlife of the Bay and Delta Enviromneat am really 17 real coming together.
18 sot making any sew demands for water. It’s the warm"18 The comments made by Mr. Graft and
19 that we at, now trying to direct to the natural sysmm is19 Ms. Redmond, just responding to the panel, I think are
20 really all mak,-up water, from historic natural flows.20 quite reflective of that. And Laura, you had, [ think,
21 I heard the term "new environnmntal wamr" 21 quite eloqueady said that a lot of the frustration of
22 today used I think in the same voice as new 22 the farmers was masked here today.
23 residential demands for water and I -- think that 23 I thought it was a very emotional
24 there’s a very big distinction between thas~ two types24 presentation. At least it was to me. And so we thank
25 of use. 25 you for tolerating the process but also taking the time
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I VICE CRAIRWOMAN MoPEAK: Tlmak yea. Aaa..And I tO be here and to enlighten us.
2 if attybody wants a copy of the study and does am imv¢ 2 Thank you, very much.
3 it, plea.~ let the BDAC staff, CALFED staff know. 3 MS. KING: Thank you very much.
4 Hap Dunning. 4 COLrNCILMEMBF.R HALL: i just want to ~¢ho the
5 COUNCILMEMBER DUNNING: Laura, in your 5 comments of Stu and Howard.
6 statement, one of the points you made was that th¢ 6 COUNCIL,MEMBER STEARNS: You want to go to
7 cutbacks necessary to m~t the CVPIA and environmental 7 B’,tkersfield too7
8 . rcq.uifoments f~ on about 25 percent of the CVP 8 COUNCILMEMBER HALL: Eat.outage CALFED to

9 contractors, it’s the ag service contractors who have 9 give Suaae a paid vacation in Bakersfield.
10 been hit so hard. I0 Thank you again.
11 Have you given any thought to how the burden 11 CHAIILMAN MADIGAN: Well. gotxt morning. Thank
12 might be spread more throughout the enth’, universe of12 you again, Mike, for the presentation. We am going to
13 CVP water users? 13 move oa to an it, m that was originally sch,da/ed for 9:20
14 MS. KING: Only in my dreams, Hap. I don’t - 14 this morning, comments oa the basin efficiency concept "
15 you know, idon’t-- i don’t have an answer to that. [15 t’roraToraGochiagofUSBR. Tom.~odraerniag. wel¢ome.

16 mean [ think that the State Water Board’s process is 16 Thanks tbr joining us.
17 supposed to answer that. 17 MR. GOHRfNG: Thank you. So it occurred to
18 VICE CHAIRWOMAN McPEAK: May [ - thit lm~ btmlt 18 me that i~ I talk louder and then slower, do I mts.s with
19 a very productive discussion and -- Mike, and to tim 19 the mind of this?
20 eatir* panelists, I want to thank you. It’s bees my 20 CHAIRMAN MADiGAN: Yeah. you do.
21 privilege to sit her* and introduce the subject.. 2! MR. GOHRLNG: WeLl, [ have a confession to maim
22 [ think that the exchange has had an air of 22 and my confession is i’m renlly sot sure why I’m her,.
23 ms1 engagement here. [ -- just want to comment that23 i’m an agricultural engineer, [ work for the Bureau of
24 having grows ap on a t~trtn where, you lmow, the moat 24 Reclamation and --
25 powerful person in your life is a ditch tender, [ don’t 25 CHAIRMAN MAD[GAN: That doesn’t make you
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I unique, y~u know. l in the way water is ~sed.
2 MR. GOHRING: Thanks. And I’m currmltly 2 So yes, the -- the basin efficiency focus
J working on conwact renewal studies tbr Sac Valley 3 is helpthl because it given u= Lntbrmadon.
4 Settlement Contractors. And Mary Selkirk and Rick 4 But i’m going to suggest that it’s time to
5 Scmhroa ask,d me to ~tive my opinion about whother or act 5 move beyond that. that information, and move into
6 a focus on basra efficiency is helpful to meeting the 6 areas of iatbrmation.
7 goals of the CALFED process. 7 And in -- to help us tbcus towards that,
8 And therein lies my discomfort, i’m 8 let’s first talk about what -- what are some of the
9 accustomed to rendering a technical opinion but [ think 9 potential benefits of water use efficiency practices or

l0 this opinion really borders on philosophy. 10 techniques.
l I So I’m in some unknown temtory here so I’d 11 Some of the potential benefits are well. if
12 like to -- to ask some -- ask you to bear with me if [ 12 you’re in an area wbere there are significant
13 should stray into strange waters. 13 irrecoverable losses, water use efficiency practices
14 So -- [ only have really a few minutes. 14 could give you more water.
15 Rick asked me to limit my comments to about 10 or 1515 Aa idea that folks have talked about for
16 mkmtes and, you Imow, in that time, it’s really tough 16 literally as long as there’s been irrigation and
17 to really -- to do justice to a complex topic which ks 17 irrigation engineers is the idea of hey, even if we’ve
18 what this is. 18 got a closed basin like th¢ Sac Valley or the east side
19 So just to preface that, let me say that 19 of the San Joaquin Valley, is it possible to reduce the
20 my comments probably won’t seem unique, they may seem 20 evaporation component of
21 simplistic and -- and I’d just like to let you lmow that 21 Aml I think that’s an important question to
22 I do understand that these issues are much deeper than 22 ask. I thln~ we should ask it, I think the time lma come
23 I my make them seem. 23 to ask it. And to ask it in a meaningful way.

¯ 24 I understand that there’s a lot at stake, 24 Water use efficiency programs can also
25 ecosystem are in the balance, farmers’ lives atxd ways 25 improve water quality, pomatially improve water quality
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I of life are in the balance, and I do understand that. 1 by reducing the amount of constituent laden tailwater
2 SO does a focus On basin efficiency help 2 that is returned to the system.
3 the CALFED process? Yes and no. Yes, it does because 3 In some areas such as the Sac VaLley, water
4 it’s -- it’s useful information. And just let me talk 4 is hungry for constituents. Sac VaLley water is so pure
5 about, you know, what is efficiency, first of all. 5 that when it comes into contact with soLls and with
6 Efficiency is just a number. It’s a - it’s 6 rocks, it grabs constituents. And many teelmical experts
7 an index, usually it’s a unitlesa index and at its basic 7 now say that by reducing application, we may be able to
8 form, efficiency is a description of benefits divided by 8 reduce the overall loading of constituents that go back
9 costs. 9 to the river.

10 Ia the world of irrigation, we oI~m talk 10 I think water use efficiency improvements
11 about benefits as tim amount of water eoasmaptively uaed 11 can also help acceptability. And I think that was
12 by beneficial crops, crops where we want it to be used. 12 largely the focus of many of the speakers here today.
13 And the costs we often denote by the amoent of water 13 They were here to teLl you about the significant
14 that’s delivered to an area. 14 investments that they’ve made over the years, because I
15 M the ease of basin efficiency, we usually 15 think that it helps us all accept a lot of what’s going
16 look at beneficial ET divided by the net diversion for a 16 on right now.
17 basin. And. you know; by its definition, a basin where 17 I think water use efficiency practices
18 ’ there are very few irrecoverable losses by definition 18 ~ help us maintain a higher -- a higher level of
19 wiLl have -- will tend to have a high effici~-’y. 19 control of our water resource. If we divert les~ water,
20 I’d also like to just define water usage -- 20 in theory we could hold more water higher in the system
21 my definition of water use efficiency programs, water21 and.thereby be ’able to put -- make.use of opportunities
22 conservation programs, water management programs. 22 at different times that we may not be able to make
23 In my view, all of those programs define the 23 opportunities from now.
24 investment m activities, hardware, or teclmiques, that24 For example, we may be able to reduce the
25 can make some change in the farming practice, some change25 depletion of certain stream teaches by reducing impacts.

PORTALE & ASSOCIATES(209) 462-3377 PORTALE & ASSOCIATES(209) 462-3377

SCRUNCH’ru Pages 149 - 152
PORTALE & ASSOCIATES (209) 462-3377 38

E--01 7564
E-017564



E--01 7565
E-017565



E--01 7566
E-017566



BAY-DELTA ADVISORY COM~IITFEE . JUNE 18, t998, VOLUME I

161 163
[ COUNCLLMEMBER HALL. Well. [ want to - roll i transcript.
2 you ~,s well, | found your contraents provocative and 2 CQUNCtI.aMEMBER HALL: Which i~ coming
3 insightthl ~nd -- there ~e ~t couple of caveats. 3 shortly. Gcx3d.
4 [ mean you said something ~tbout farmers’ 4 MR. GOHRING: You know. you talked. Mr. Hall.
5 improving ~u farm practice~ and thereby treeing up their 5 about ~onvincmg the average man on the street. [ can’t
6 water tbr transfer. 6 even convince my mother-in-law.
7 But as you undoubtedly know, and based on 7 COUNCILMEMBER HALL. I ~aa’t even convince my
8 such high efficiencies, it’s probably not their water 8 mother. And ~e’s married to ~t farmer.
9 that they are transfer’ring if it’s con,served. 9 CHAIRMAN MAD[GAN: Alex. And then Byron.

10 That’s the problem. And that goes to 10 COUNCILMEMBER HILDEBRAND: I’m pezzbsd by
l [ Howard’s comment that good farm practices, eveu if spread [ [ the item oa your LLst about bow this ia going to improve
12 r~oughout the valley, will not produce substantially 12 water quality.
13 greater quantities of water for use elsewhere. 13 Actually, as we discussed earlier, what’s
14 And [ think that’s what you are getting to [4 happening to water quality is a result of the lack of
15 with your challenge to the environmental community that 15 adequate water, the west side of the valley, is that we
16 they acknowledge that basin efficiencie~ are already high 16 are making water quaLity a lot worse. We are making
17 and we will not solve the problem by farmen conservin~ 17 ground water quality a whole lot wors~, we are making the
18 water. That will not substantially reduce the conflicts 18 dyer water quality a lot worse when the drainage ead~ up
19 in the system. 19 in the river instead of in the ground water.
20 [ also want to agree, though, with your 20 I don’t see any benefit to water quality.
21 comment and challenge ~o the agricultural community that 21 It’s quite the contrary. The more -o the less leech
22 the argument is not credible. As one who ha~ spent a lot 22 water they have, the higher the salinity is of that
23 of his career trying to make the argument, [ can tell ~ 23 leech water.
24 it isn’t credible. 24 MR. GOHRI~G: Let me see if [ can respond to
25 I have found no way to somehow convince 25 . that, Alex. First of all, I think that every one of
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1 the average person on the street to accept the notion 1 the items on the List was -- was preceded by the word
2 that as they drive by that farmer’s field being 2 "potential benefit." And so I recognize that - that
3 sprinkled in the middle of the day, that if they 3 less isn’t always better. Less application isn’t
4 sprinkled it at night instead of the middle of the 4 always better.
5 day, it would somehow not produce more water because 5 [ also think that whether or not there
6 they have learned from sprinkling their own lawn that it 6 are water quality benefits kind of depends on your focus.
7 matters. And [ mean it just doesn’t fly so -- I’m sorry 7 [ think if your focus - right now I’m focussed pdmarRy
8 if I’m offending my t~mer friends but it don’t fly. 8 on the area around the Colusa Basin. And if my focus
9 So I want to mod~ your challenge a 9 were the Colusa Basin dra~, le~ application wonld mean

I0 little. I basically agree with your list of the 10 higher concentrations in the drain and therefore a
11 benefits. [ note that it does not include as a benefit 11 degraxiatiou in water quafity in the drain.
12 there’s a lot of new water here and I think you have made12 But if you take your focus further
13 your point there. 13 downstream to the Sacramento River down.~tream of where
14 Modify your challenge and challenge my . 14 the Colusa drain discharges into the river, less
15 environmental friends. There’s a famous DeIbert cannon 15 appLication may -- and it’s a big question mark still --
16 that says, "Change is good, you go fix’st." 16 but less application may result in better quality at the
17 Let me challenge my environmental friends 17 river.
18 that neither one of us go first, that we go first 18 [t definitely will result in better
19 together. If you will stop talking about if farmers 19 thermal quality. Thermal quality, temperature
20 . would just conserve a little, the problem would be 20 problems is one of the big ~o one of the bigge~

21 solved, [ will do my best to get my community to stop 21 controlling factors in the Sac, above Sacramento at this
22 harping about basin efficien¢ies, therefore there’s no 22 ~me."
23 benefit to t~-m practices changing. And if you want to 23 COUNCILMEMBI~R HILDEBRAND: Well. I woful
24 make that deal with me, just see me with at the break. 24 that ~t statement that we should look at both pluses
25 MR. GOHRING: And you have got that in the 25 and minuses that may result. But the way you have it
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